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Washington, D C Rep Kika de 1a Garza met today with a delegation from
the Italian Chamber of Deputies and addressed the first meeting of the U S
Department of Agriculture Joint Council on Food and Agricultural Sciences,
established under the Food &Agriculture Act of 1977, which he co-sponsored.
As Vice Chairman of the House Committee on Agriculture, de 1a Garza was
asked to meet with the official Italian delegation who are touring the United
States in their capacity as members of the Chamber of Deputies Agriculture
Committee.
At the meeting with the Italians, de 1a Garza discussed the impact of the
European Common Market and the ongoing GATT negotiations, with particular reference
to foreign agricultural markets being opened to products from his Congressional
District.
Senator Franco Barto1ani of Modena, Italy, who headed the Italian Delegation,
is a member of the Christian Democratic Party, President of the Agricultural
Commission of the Chamber of Deputies, and Vice President of the National Beet
Growers Association.
When the South Texan addressed the U S D A Council on Food and Agricultural
Sciences, he told the group:
"As the nation enters its third century, it is evident that agriculture
continues to contribute greatly to the economic stability of the nation.
By the turn of the century we will have less prime agricultural land,
available, the same amount of fresh water will fall from the skies,
yet we will need to produce a third more food for our domestic ·needs,
find ways to disposed of millions of tons of solid waste each year
and conserve the natural resources at our disposal. Furthermore,
burgeoning world populations and rising affluence will create
opportunities for increased agricultural export. Therefore, we must
improve the efficiency of American Agriculture if we expect to meet
our needs and capitalize on opportunities available to us."
The Joint Council is composed of the following groups:
(1) U S D A Science and Education Administration
(2) Office of Science and Technology Policy of the Executive
Office of the President
(3) Land Grant colleges and universities
(4) State Agricultural Experiment Stations
(5) Cooperative Extension Services
(6) Other institutions -- producers -- public
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